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The Anatomy of a Market Correction: Risks,

Valuations & Opportunities

Introduction

Indian equity markets are currently undergoing a
healthy correction following an extended period of
strong performance, with key indices declining by
12% to 18% from their recent highs. This adjustment
reflects a combination of valuation normalization
and global macroeconomic pressures, including
rising geopolitical tensions in West Asia, elevated
crude oil prices, persistent inflation, foreign
institutional investor (FlI) outflows, and rupee
depreciation.

The Nifty 50 has corrected by around 13.5%, while
the Sensex and Bank Nifty have declined by
approximately 14.6% and 15.24%, respectively. Mid-
cap indices have fallen by about 12.1%, whereas
small caps have witnessed a sharper correction of
nearly 18.8%, indicating higher pressure in broader
markets.

Market Correction: Percentage Fall from 52-Week High

Current Level  Fall from 52

Current PE

Major Indices

52 Week High

27.03.26 Week High(%)

Nifty 50 26,373.00 22,619.00 -13.48 19.97
Nifty Next 50 70,833.00 62,043.00 -12.41 17.34
Ll ke 61,548.00 54,099.00 1210 30.10
100

NiftysmallCep 1522500 15,620.00 -18.75 27.83
100

Sensex-30 86,159.00 73,583.00 -14.60 20.69
Bank Nifty 61,674.00 52,274.00 -15.24 14.00

Importantly, the correction remains orderly rather
than panic-driven, suggesting a natural market
adjustment after a phase of elevated valuations.
Despite near-term headwinds, India’s underlying
economic fundamentals remain resilient, creating
a more balanced risk-reward environment for
long-term investors.

Global Factors Driving the Correction

The recent market decline is largely driven by
global macroeconomic factors rather than
domestic weaknesses. Key contributors include
geopolitical tensions, rising crude oil prices,
persistent inflationary pressures, sustained Fli
outflows, and rupee depreciation.

Tensions in West Asia have pushed crude oil prices
above $115, intensifying global inflation concerns.
Simultaneously, the Indian rupee has weakened to
around Z95 per US dollar (as of end-March 2026),
adding to macroeconomic stress. Fll outflows—
estimated at nearly $10 billion—along with a
broader risk-off sentiment in emerging markets,
have further weighed on equities.

A key near-term concern remains the escalation
involving Iran, which could keep energy prices
elevated and disrupt global supply chains.
Prolonged uncertainty may continue to impact

inflation, currency stability, and investor sentiment
across emerging markets, including India.

Valuation Reset and Market

Positioning

One of the most significant outcomes of the
correction has been the normalisation of
valuations. The Nifty 50 is currently trading at
around 20x P/E—close to its long-term average of
20-22x and below the five-year average of 22-24x
—indicating that excess valuations have
moderated meaningfully.

Similarly, the BSE Sensex'’s trailing twelve-month P/E
has declined to around 20.2x (as of 27 March 2026),
its lowest level in over a year. This compares with
approximately 19.56x during May 2020, at the peak
of pandemic-driven uncertainty.

The index has declined by about 9.5% since the end
of February 2026, is down 13.7% year-to-date, and
has corrected nearly 14.6% from its 52-week high.
Historically, during the COVID-19 pandemic,
valuations had compressed to around 18.8x from
pre-pandemic highs of nearly 28x—highlighting
that current levels, while moderated, are not yet at
extreme stress levels.

India in the Global Context

Despite the correction, India continues to trade at a
premium relative to other emerging markets.
Developed markets like the US trade in a similar
range of 18—22x, while markets such as China and
ASEAN economies trade at relatively lower
multiples.

This premium is supported by India’s strong
structural growth outlook, improving corporate
balance sheets, and a robust banking system. The
recent correction has partially moderated this
premium, improving relative attractiveness.

and

Segment-Wise
Risks

Opportunities

Large-cap stocks appear well-positioned, with
valuations around 20x P/E offering stability and
suitability for core portfolio allocation.
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The banking sector stands out with attractive
valuations near 14x P/E, supported by strong
earnings visibility and improving asset quality.

In contrast, mid- and small-cap segments
continue to trade at elevated valuations (27-30x).
While corrections have occurred, the gap between
earnings growth and valuations remains a
concern, making these segments more vulnerable
to volatility and liquidity risks.

Global Growth Repricing and Trade-
Offs

Global growth projections have softened to below
3%, reflecting geopolitical instability, tighter
financial conditions, and elevated commodity
prices.

The macroeconomic landscape is increasingly
shaped by supply-side disruptions, particularly in
energy markets, alongside persistent inflationary
pressures. This has created complex policy trade-
offs as governments strive to balance growth with
inflation control. As a result, several regions are
experiencing stagflation, characterized by sluggish
economic growth and elevated inflation.

Equity Market Outlook: Cautious
Signals
Global investment firm Goldman Sachs has

recently revised its outlook on Indian equities from
“overweight” to  “marketweight,” citing o
challenging macroeconomic environment driven
by elevated energy prices. The firm highlighted
risks associated with potential disruptions in oil and
gas flows through critical routes such as the Strait
of Hormuz.

Consequently, it has revised its 12-month Nifty 50
target to 25,900 from 29,300, implying a more
moderate upside based on adjusted earnings
expectations and a target PE multiple of 19.5x. This
reflects a broader shift in market sentiment—from
optimism-driven valuations to a more cautious,
fundamentals-oriented approach.

Growth Resilience
with External Sensitivity

Solid Economic Growth Outloak
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Growth Resilience with External

Sensitivity

India continues to demonstrate strong economic
resilience, with GDP growth projected at around
7.6% in FY26 and expected to remain in the range of
6.1% to above 7% in FY27.

This growth is supported by robust consumption,
sustained capital expenditure, and ongoing
structural reforms.

While the economy faces challenges due to its
reliance on imported energy, these constraints also
present opportunities for innovation and long-term
growth. By adapting to global commodity price

fluctuations and strengthening domestic
capabilities, India can effectively turn these
challenges into avenues for progress.

Energy Shock Transmission and

Macro Impact

Crude oil remains a key transmission channel for
macroeconomic risks in India. Rising energy prices
are expected to push inflation towards
approximately 4.5% in FY27, increase the current
account deficit to around 2% of GDP, and exert
pressure on the Indian Rupee. Additionally, higher
fuel costs can lead to increased logistics and
manufacturing expenses, which ultimately affect
consumption and corporate profitability.

Monetary Policy and Financial
Conditions
Elevated inflationary pressures are likely to

influence monetary policy, with expectations of
additional rate hikes of around 50 basis points and
a prolonged phase of higher interest rates. Tighter
liquidity conditions may impact credit growth and
investment activity, creating a delicate balance for
policymakers between controlling inflation and
sustaining economic growth.

Market Recalibration:
Fundamentals

Financial markets have begun to incorporate these
macroeconomic risks. Earnings growth
expectations are moderating, valuation multiples
are compressing, and investors are increasingly
focusing on quality and earnings sustainability. The
market is transitioning from a liquidity-driven rally
to a fundamentals-driven phase, where selectivity
and discipline will be critical.

A Shift to

Strategic Asset Allocation

In this evolving macroeconomic environment,
investment strategies must place a strong
emphasis on discipline, diversification, and
adaptability. A well-structured asset allocation
framework, combined with exposure to inflation-
resilient sectors, can help mitigate risks arising
from market volatility. Additionally, adopting
systematic investment approaches enables
investors to navigate uncertainty more effectively
while maintaining focus on long-term financial
objectives and portfolio stability.

The Larger Perspective

The current phase represents a transition from
overvaluation to normalization rather than
systemic weakness. While global uncertainties may
drive short-term volatility, India’s long-term growth
story remains intact.
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Notably, foreign portfolio investors have sold
equities worth approximately $42 billion since the
September 2024 peak, aligning with a broader
earnings slowdown phase, as highlighted by
Goldman Sachs.

Investment Strategy in the Current
Phase

A disciplined investment approach is essential in
the current environment. Investors should avoid
panic-driven decisions and remain aligned with
long-term financial goals.

Focusing on fundamentally strong companies—
particularly in the large-cap segment—can provide
better risk-adjusted returns. Systematic investment
strategies such as SIPs and STPs can help manage
volatility and reduce timing risks.

Diversification across asset classes, including
equity, debt, and gold, remains critical for effective
risk management.

Conclusion

The recent correction of 12-18% across key indices
has brought Indian equity markets to more
sustainable valuation levels, particularly within the
large-cap segment. While India continues to trade
at a premium relative to other emerging markets,
this premium remains supported by its strong
structural growth prospects and underlying
macroeconomic stability. At the same time, the
evolving geopolitical landscape underscores the
growing importance of energy as a critical
macroeconomic  variable, with  far-reaching
implications for inflation, currency movements, and
overall market dynamics.

If geopolitical tensions persist over the next two to
three months, keeping crude oil prices elevated,
the impact on India’'s growth trajectory could
become more pronounced. Higher energy costs
may exert pressure on inflation, widen the current
account deficit, and weigh on consumption and
corporate margins, potentially moderating near-
term GDP growth. In such a scenario, markets may
experience a more prolonged corrective phase,
with the risk of entering a technical bear market—
typically defined as a decline of over 20% from
peak levels.

Even prior to the escalation of tensions among the
U.S., Israel, and Iran, Indian equity markets were
already grappling with subdued corporate
earnings growth. Going forward, equities may
remain under pressure due to a potential
deterioration in India’s macroeconomic mix,
particularly if elevated energy prices persist and
rising U.S. bond vyields trigger further foreign
institutional investor (FlI) outflows.

Fear of a Bear Market

Markets could experience prolonged
. declines of 20%+ from peak levels

Nifty 50
*26,373 + 22,331

All-time High 0% ™M
level | M™M.*-21,743
Bpr: 30, 2026
Despite these near-term risks, such phases often
create more attractive valuation opportunities for
long-term investors. A disciplined approach—
focused on fundamentally strong businesses and
guided by a long-term perspective—remains
essential. Market corrections, while challenging, are
an integral part of the wealth creation journey for
patient and informed investors.

Disclaimer

The information contained in this document is for
general purposes only and should not be
considered investment advice. It is compiled from
reliable sources, including publicly available data
from various websites and newspapers, as well as
internally developed data. The views expressed are
opinions and should not be considered guidelines,
recommendations, or professional advice.
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